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example, one of parabolic section) in
conjunction with a lens, spacing is
measured from the geometric centroid of
the front turn signal function lighted
area to the lighted edge of the lower
beam headlamp (paragraph 5.1.5.4.2,
SAE J588 NOV84). The ‘‘geometric
centroid’’ is the ‘‘optical center’’ for
purposes of Standard No. 108. If the
front turn signal is a direct light source
type design, that is a lamp that is
primarily employing a lens and not a
reflector to meet photometric
requirements, spacing is measured from
the light source to the lighted edge of
the DRL. The filament center of the light
source is the ‘‘optical center’’ for
purposes of Standard No. 108. If the
distance is less than 100 mm, the
requirements of S5.3.1.7 apply and the
minimum intensity of the turn signal
must be at least 2.5 times that normally
required.’’

In consideration of the foregoing,
NHTSA has decided that the applicant
has met its burden of persuasion that
the noncompliance described above is
inconsequential to motor vehicle safety.
Accordingly, its application is granted,
and the applicant is exempted from
providing the notification of the
noncompliance required by 49 U.S.C.
30118, and remedy, required by 49 CFR
30120.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30118 and 30120;
delegations of authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and
501.8.

Issued on: May 24, 1999.
L. Robert Shelton,
Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.
[FR Doc. 99–13536 Filed 5–26–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This notice announces a two-
part public symposium RSPA will
conduct with the National
Transportation Safety Board to report
the progress in various efforts currently
underway in damage prevention of
underground facilities. Last year, RSPA
established a study team to evaluate
existing damage prevention methods to
reduce the risk of damage to

underground facilities, as called for by
the Transportation Equity Act for the
21st Century (TEA–21). Members of the
‘‘Common Ground’’ Study Team will
discuss this report at this symposium.
OPS will discuss and take suggestions
regarding criteria for awarding
authorized grants provided in TEA–21
to one call centers. RSPA will also
provide an update on current damage
prevention projects, most notably those
dealing with public education. The
Damage Prevention Quality Action
Team (DAMQAT), will report on the
pilot test, results from the ‘‘Call Before
You Dig’’ public education campaign
and the next steps that will be necessary
to make the campaign a nationwide
effort.
DATES: The symposium will be held on
Wednesday, June 30, 1999, from 9:00
am to 4:30 pm.
ADDRESSES: The symposium and
ceremony will be held at the Marriott at
Metro Center, 775 12th Street NW,
Washington, DC 20005. Reservations
can be made by calling (202) 737–2200.
A block of rooms is being held under
‘‘U.S. Department of Transportation/
Damage Prevention Public Meeting.’’
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Eben M. Wyman, (202) 366–0918, or by
e-mail (eben.wyman@rspa.dot.gov),
regarding the subject matter of this
notice.

Information on Services for Individuals
With Disabilities

For information on facilities or
services for individuals with disabilities
or to request special assistance at the
meetings, contact Eben Wyman at the
address or phone number listed under
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT as
soon as possible.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Report on Damage Prevention Best
Practices

The morning session of this
symposium will focus on the ‘‘Common
Ground’’ Damage Prevention Best
Practices Study Team. RSPA’s Office of
Pipeline Safety established this team to
identify effective underground facility
damage prevention practices, consistent
with TEA–21. Section 6105 of TEA–21
authorized DOT to undertake a study of
damage prevention practices associated
with existing one-call notification
systems. The purpose of the study was
to evaluate and identify damage
prevention practices that are most
effective in protecting the public,
excavators, and the environment and in
preventing disruptions to public
services and damage to underground
facilities. RSPA established the

Common Ground Team to conduct the
study. TEA–21 also authorized grant
funding for Fiscal Years 2000–2001,
subject to appropriations. The grants
will be used as an incentive to improve
operational efficiency and reliability of
one-call systems. Such improvements
will bring increased protection of all
underground facilities and will benefit
the general public. RSPA will provide
comments on planning for the grant
program in the afternoon session of this
symposium, and RSPA and NTSB invite
comments and suggestions on how these
grants should be allocated.

The Common Ground Study identifies
and evaluates existing practices related
to damage prevention programs that are
most effective in protecting the public,
excavators, and the environment and in
preventing disruptions and damage to
public services and underground
facilities. Study Team participants
represent a broad range of utilities and
distribution systems, highway
departments, railroads, excavators,
municipal governments, trade
associations and academia. This report
represents an unprecedented multi-
industry, multi-disciplinary
collaboration working toward the goal of
improving the protection of all
underground facilities.

The team will suggest many paths
forward to continuous improvement and
emphasize the need for data collection
and evaluation in order to measure
improvements. The team will discuss
the criticality of communication among
all the parties to construction around
underground facilities and the need for
collective responsibility for successful
excavation: careful planning and design,
appropriate and timely one-call center
actions, accurate locating and marking,
as well as careful digging of the soil.
The report focuses on how to challenge
the full spectrum of participants in the
damage prevention process.

2. Presentation of National Public
Education Campaign

The afternoon portion of the
symposium will address other damage
prevention initiatives, especially public
education programs. RSPA established
the joint government/industry Damage
Prevention Quality Action Team
(DAMQAT), in October 1996.
DAMQAT’s mission is to increase
awareness of the need to protect
underground facilities and to promote
safe digging practices. DAMQAT is
composed of representatives from
federal and state government agencies,
gas and hazardous liquid pipeline trade
associations, a contractor, a one-call
systems association, and the insurance
and telecommunications industries. The
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team launched a successful nationwide
damage prevention public education
campaign in Virginia, Georgia, and
Tennessee that ran from May through
October 1998. By use of radio public
service announcements, trade press ads,
bill inserts, public relations events,
promotional materials, and a training
video, the campaign promoted
education and increased
communication among all parties
involved at a construction site.
DAMQAT’s efforts increased
stakeholder knowledge on underground
damage prevention, including use of
one-call systems, and effective ways to
locate underground facilities at
excavation sites. RSPA and members of
DAMQAT will provide information
regarding their current activities at the
symposium.

3. Other Damage Prevention Initiatives

Aside from discussion of the grant
provision contained in TEA–21, other
damage prevention and public
education topics will be discussed.
These include other examples of what
damage prevention programs might look
like. Examples are promotion of a
nationwide toll-free number and a decal
program for excavation equipment. The
nationwide toll-free number is
sponsored by One Call Systems
International to facilitate routing of
phone calls when excavators do not
have the center number or there are
multiple state one call centers. Peter
King, Executive Director of the
American Public Works Association,
will speak on the pilot testing of a decal
program, which promotes the placement
of pictograph decals, which include the
toll free number, for new and ‘‘after
market’’ equipment. These decals serve
as the last line of defense against facility
damage. At the symposium, RSPA and
NTSB will solicit an open discussion of
the best way to implement these
initiatives.

4. Recognition of Volunteers

RSPA and NTSB recognize the
contributions of over 170 volunteers
who developed the report on best
practices in damage prevention and who
served on the DAMQAT. A wide variety
of interests and organizations
participated in these efforts, including
six associations representing
underground facility owners and
operators, three associations
representing contractors, two
associations representing public utilities
and one call centers, two federal
agencies within DOT, two associations
representing state pipeline and utility
regulatory agencies, an association of

railroads, an association of contract
locators, and nine different state DOTs.

RSPA and NTSB encourages the
public to attend and participate in this
public symposium.

Issued in Washington, DC on May 21,
1999.
Richard B. Felder,
Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety.
[FR Doc. 99–13447 Filed 5–26–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: Chevron Pipe Line Company
(CPL) has petitioned the Research and
Special Programs Administration for a
waiver from compliance with 49 CFR
19.612(b)(3), which requires that gas
pipeline facilities in the Gulf of Mexico
found to be exposed on the seabed or
constituting a hazard to navigation be
reburied so that the top of the pipe is
36 inches below the seabed for normal
excavation or 18 inches for rock
excavation.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before June 28, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Comments should identify
the docket number of this notice, RSPA–
99–5442; Notice 1, and be mailed to the
Dockets Facility, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 400 Seventh Street, SW,
Plaza 401, Washington, DC 20590–0001.
You should submit the original and one
copy. If you wish to receive
confirmation of receipt of your
comments, you must include a stamped,
self-addressed postcard. All comments
and docket material may be viewed in
the Dockets Facility. You may contact
the Dockets Facility at (800) 647–5527,
for copies of this notice or other
material that is referenced herein. The
Dockets Facility is open from 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except on Federal holidays. You may
submit comments to the docket
electronically. To do so, log on to their
Web Site: http://dms.dot.gov. Click on
Help & Information to obtain
instructions for filing a document
electronically.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: L.E.
Herrick by telephone at 202–366–5523,
by fax at 202–366–4566, by mail at U.S.

Department of Transportation, RSPA,
DPS–10, 400 Seventh Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20590, or via e-mail to
le.herrick@rspa.dot.gov regarding the
subject matter of this notice.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
On October 10, 1998, Chevron

Pipeline Company (CPL) performed a
shallow water, side-scan sonar survey of
the various pipelines within the path of
Hurricane Georges. The survey revealed
exposed sections on both the 16-inch
and 12-inch pipelines of the Chandeleur
Block 15 (east of the Chandeleur
Islands). Approximately 1400 feet of the
16-inch pipeline and 1300 feet of the 12-
inch pipeline was exposed in shallow
waters as the distance increased from
the islands. The sea bottom material in
this area is sugar sand with shoal like
conditions.

CPL Marked the exposed pipe in
accordance with 49 CFR 192.612 and 33
CFR 64. Another survey of the exposed
pipelines was performed on January 17,
1999, to determine if natural spoil was
building at these areas and to determine
if other areas that were closer to the
islands had become exposed. Upon
receipt of the new data, CPL discovered
that some exposed areas had gained
natural cover, while other areas had lost
cover. Another 450 foot section of the
16-inch pipeline was found to be
exposed in shallow water close to the
islands.

Regulatory Requirements
After an exposed pipeline has been

discovered, the owner must clearly
mark the pipeline in accordance with 49
CFR 192.612. The operator has six
months to cover the pipeline so that the
top of the pipe is 36 inches below the
seabed for normal excavation or 18
inches for rock excavation. The exposed
CPL pipelines are required to have 36
inches of cover.

CPL stated reasons for not covering
the pipeline with natural cover to
comply with 192.612(b)(3):

(1) The exposed pipelines are high
pressure gas lines (normal operating
pressure of 650–700 psi.) connecting
Chevron’s Main Pass 41 and Mobile Bay
gas fields with the Chevron Pascagoula
refinery. These pipelines are the main
source of fuel gas for the refinery, as
being the only outlet for natural gas
produced on the various offshore
platforms. When performing burial and
line lowering operations, CPL’s safety
programs specifies that the pressure
must be lowered to less than 150 psi in
the pipeline. This is necessary for safe
placement of the jetting sled equipment
on the exposed pipelines and for safe
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